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Information technology is expanding the audit of the connotation and denotation. 
Compared with the earlier audit, the object of the modern audit, the objectives of the 
modern audit and the content of the modern audit have undergone great changes. The 
non-information audit which audit themes are behavior, processes and systems has 
become increasingly important. IS audit has become an irreversible trend. The 
application of IS audit in business and government has already put the promulgation 
of IS auditing norms on the agenda. IS auditing norms occupy an extremely important 
position in the IS auditing theory and practice. In theory, the perfection of IS auditing 
norms could reflect the degree of the theoretical research of IS audit. In practice, the 
whole process of IS auditing carries out under the guidance of the IS auditing norms. 
Therefore, lack of a perfection system of IS norms, it can not effectively carry out IS 
auditing activities. But the research on IS auditing norms is quite weak in China. 
Based on the status, this article attempts to address the following issues: the status of 
foreign IS auditing norms, the framework of IS auditing norms and the path choice of 
perfecting the IS auditing norms.  
At first, this article adopted the theory of institutional economics, the theoretical 
structure of information system, systems theory and cybernetics as a basis to analyze 
the rule-based meaning of the IS auditing norms, the institution functions, 
composition and architecture of the IS auditing norms. Secondly, it reviewed the 
relevant literature about the IS auditing objectives, basic content, technology and 
methods, and the influence of IS on the audit. Then, it reviewed and commented the 
professional ethical norms, IS auditing standards and quality control standards which 
have been promulgated and implemented, and analyzed the non-equilibrium state of 
China's IS auditing norms from the perspective of supply and demand. Finally, it put 
forward the thoughts of constructing IS audit norms in China and the path choice of 














The main contribution of this paper include: (1) this chapter analyzed 
connotation, system function, and structure of the system of IS auditing norms based 
on the system theory, control theory, institutional economics and information systems 
management. It presented the framework of the system of IS auditing norms from the 
perspective of institutional economics. It put forward that informal institutional 
arrangement is the important implementation mechanism of formal institutional 
arrangements. It is very important in the entire system; (2) it reviewed and 
commented foreign professional ethical norms, information systems auditing 
standards and quality control criteria; (3) based on the status of IS auditing norms in 
our country, this paper put forward the architecture, path choice, building ideas and 
resources integration of China’s IS auditing norms.  
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